Wonderful Fjarðabyggð
FJARÐABYGGÐ

You’re in a Good Place
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Information centres in Fjarðabyggð:
1 Museum House, Neskaupstaður
2 East Iceland Maritime Museum, Eskifjörður
3 Icelandic Wartime Museum, Reyðarfjörður
4 Kolfreyja Gallery, Fáskrúðsfjörður
5 Brekkan, Stöðvarfjörður
6 Sólbrekka, Mjóifjörður

The information centres in Fjarðabyggð are open
in the afternoon seven days a week,
June 1st to August 31st.

Photographers: Kristinn Þorsteinsson, Pétur Sörensson, and others.
Editor: Helga Guðrún Jónasdóttir
Photo editor: Pétur Sörensson
Published by: Fjarðabyggð municipality, 2014
Design and layout: Héraðsprent, www.heradsprent.is
No responsibility is taken for the reliability of information on shopping and other services.

Hoffell, Fáskrúðsfjörður
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A hearty welcome to Fjarðabyggð!
Our community’s magnificent mountains and picturesque fjords are just part of
what Fjarðabyggð has to offer. Equally memorable to those who visit are the society
and culture of our seaside villages, each nestling with its own spirit and character
along Iceland’s easternmost coast. Every year, the Fjarðabyggð combination of
landscape, history and personalities attracts more visitors.

Sandfell, Fáskrúðsfjörður

You can easily find the hotel or guest house best suited to your desires, or choose
one of Fjarðabyggð’s six campgrounds. You’ll also find plenty of choices for recreation, in a municipality where both mountain slopes and seashores lie just beyond
your doorstep.
No matter where else you’re heading in East Iceland, Fjarðabyggð will be worth
every minute you spend here. Check out our wide range of services and recreation
for travellers and come enjoy the wonders of East Iceland, at all times of the year!
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Hafnarsvæði

Norðfjörður

Þjónusta / Service
1 Orkan self-service gas station
Strandgötu 13
2 Hótel Capitano
hotel, restaurant
Hafnarbraut 50
3 Olís, ÓB self-service gas station
convenience store, Hafnarbraut 6
4 Tónspil guesthouse
Hafnarbraut 22
4 Tónspil music store
5 Landsbankinn ATM, Hafnarbraut 20
6 Fjarðasport, specialty store for sport
and outdoor products
7 Samkaup Strax supermarket
Hafnarbraut 13

11 Hildibrand Hotel
and Kaupfélagsbarinn
hotel, restaurant, bar
Hafnarbraut 2

22

Norðfjörður Savings Bank
ATM

23

Library

12 Mjólkurstöðin, gourmet food store
Hólsgötu 3

24

Hótel Edda, hotel
restaurant, bar
Mýrargötu 10

13 Egilsbúð restaurant
bar, Egilsbraut 1
14 Nesbær, coffee shop, bistro
Egilsbraut 5
15 Pan, hardware store
16 Neskaupstaður’s botanic park

8 Vínbúðin, wine store, Hafnarbraut 6

19 Post office, Miðstræti 26

9 Kristall Ladies store, Hafnarbraut 4

20 Norðfjörður swimming pool
Miðstræti 15

10 Pex Fashion store, Hafnarbraut 3

21 Lyfja pharmacy, Miðstræti 4

4

34 Norðfjörður’s golf course, 4 km
35 Oddsskarð ski resort, 15 km
36 Skorrahestar, guesthouse
riding tours. Gallery Thea

25

Svein’s Auto Repair Shop, Eyrargata 9

26

Avalanche defence structure

27

Forestation, playground, BBQ facilities

28

Outdoor volleyball court

29

Neskaupstaður
Camping ground

30

Nesbakki supermarket
Bakkavegur 3

31

Festival campsite (Old campsite)

Physicians on call, 856 9300
Emergency number 112

32

Páskahellir cave

Football field

17 Neskaupstaður’s Museum House
Egilsbraut 2
18 Kaj, Kayak Club

33 Neskaupstaður Natural Reserve

37 Önundur’s Repair Shop
Vindheimanaust 7c
Europcar service number
(+354) 840 6077, www.holdur.is
The police station in Neskaupstaður
Melagata 2a, 470 6125
Emergency number 112
Fjórðungssjúkrahús Hospital
Mýrargata 20, 470 1450

32
33

Norðfjörður
You’ll find it easy to enjoy yourself in Neskaupstaður, which with its population of about 1,500 is Fjarðabyggð’s largest village. A variety of accommodation and restaurant services, a coffee house, a botanic park, a real gourmet
food store, and a horse rental are accompanied by views of the fabulous
Norðfjörður scenery. Walking up above town, you can take in even more of
the panorama from on top of the avalanche control dam, located close to
the campground.
The residential areas extend eastwards to a country park, which in 1972
became the first in Iceland to be officially protected. Included in the country
park is Nípan, the island’s highest sea promontory, towering 819 m high. Trails lead you through much of this park, for example to the popular shoreline
cave Páskahellir.
When getting ready for a swim at the town’s swimming pool, you may note
that both local and Moscow times are shown. This is an amusing reminder
of past decades when the far left had the biggest say in the town council
and people jokingly called Neskaupstaður “ Little Moscow”.
The village walk, organized by Meet the Locals, is also called “Little Moscow”,
and sets off from the Museum House every Monday. You could also go boating into the bays of Norðfjörður. On a nice day it is a splendid idea to fish by
the pier, have a picnic at the botanic park, or rent a bicycle at Skorrahestar.
You could also visit the area’s artists by going to Listasmiðja Norðfjarðar,
Thea’s Gallery in Skorrastaður or Texas in Neskaupstaður.
It currently takes no more than half an hour to drive from Eskifjörður to
Norðfjörður on Road No. 92, via a 640-m-long tunnel (Oddsskarðsgöng)
where there is only one lane. The ferry Anný travels between Mjóifjörður and
Norðfjörður on Tuesdays and Thursdays. For more information about transportation in Fjarðabyggð please go to visitfjardabyggd.is.However, winter
driving conditions in particular should improve in 2017, when a different
7.9-km tunnel currently under construction is scheduled to enter use.
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1,4
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Reyðarfjörður 15 km

Þjónusta / Service
1 Eskifjörður golf course

8

Tanni Travel, travelling agency
Strandgata 14

2 N1, self-service gas station
Dalbraut 1

9

KR-ÍA, restaurant, convenience
store, self service gas station
Strandgata 18

3 Eskifjörður’s swimming pool
Dalbraut 3a
4 Eskifjörður’s Church and Culture
Centre, Dalbraut 2
5 Eskifjörður
campground

10 Eskifjörður’s Video Rental Store
gift shop, Strandgata 29 a

12 Lyfja pharmacy, Strandgata 31

7 Böggablóm, flowers, gift shop
Strandgata 12a

6

Kata’s Workshop, art and handicraft

16

Red Cross Store, second hand clothing

17

*Sören and Sigurborg’s Stone
Collection, Lambeyrarbraut 5

18

Post office, Strandgata 55

24 East Iceland’s last exection site

19

Library
Lambeyrarbraut 16

25 Spar mine at Helgustaðir, 8 km

20

Askja, guesthouse
by Strandgata

26 Oddsskarð ski resort, 5 km

21

Randulffs Seahouse
restaurant, museum
Strandgata 96

22

Sporður, stockfish production

14 East Iceland Maritime Museum
Útkaupstaðarbraut 1
15 ATM, Strandgata 47
16 Samkaup Strax, supermarket
Strandgata 50

23 Mjóeyri, travel services,
guesthouse,
Strandgata 120

16

11 Hotel Apartments, Strandgata 26

13 Eskifjörður health care centre
6 Kaffihúsið, guesthouse
restaurant, bar, Strandgata 10

8 km

23 24

2

1

m

* Please call +354 476 1177 before visiting
Sören’s and Sigurborg’s Stone Collection.

Physicians on call, 856 9300
Emergency number 112
The police station in Eskifjörður
Strandgata 52, 470 6130
Emergency number 112

25

Eskifjörður
Fjarðabyggð’s oldest trading town, Eskifjörður, was formally recognised in
1786, although the beginnings of trade may be traced further back. One
charming aspect is the red-coloured, well-preserved fishing sheds lined up
and down the shore; most of these are Norwegian in origin and are still in
full use.
By renting a rowing boat in good weather, you might try exploring the
calm fjord waters and, as seals look on, catching the fish often seen feeding
at the surface. Although you are unlikely to reel in a shark, the shark processed in Eskifjörður is highly regarded as an Icelandic specialty.
While the harbour has long been important in the country’s fishery, it has
now also become popular for cruise ships. Tourism in the area has expanded fast, supported by exquisite craftsmanship and artworks made of glass.
Not long before the turn of the century, exploratory drilling here was
rewarded by enough hot water reserves to make Eskifjörður one of the
few places in East Iceland to heat its homes and fill its swimming pool Fjarðabyggð’s newest - geothermally.
Close to Eskifjörður you can find Helgustaðarnáma, one of the most well
known spar mine there is. The mine has for a long time been an important
place for the science community, since optics studies depend entirely on
spar, which is a clear variant of chalk, rare outside of Iceland. The mine is
now protected as a natural site, but spar was moved out of it for three
centuries, until the mid twentieth century.
One of Iceland’s best skiing areas, Oddsskarð, is only a ten-minute drive
from the town itself. You will find two larger lifts, a children’s lift and a ski
school for children, or you can take advantage of a groomed trail for crosscountry skiing and enjoy refreshments at the cabin.
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Fjarðabyggð’s
Top 20
• Pick your favourite fjord
• Discover all the great museums
• Fish by the pier
• Sail or drive into a cove
• Walk in the black sand on a beach
• Visit art and handicraft galleries
• Experience the fog of Austfirðir
• Listen to the sound of silence
• Row on a fjord (and catch a fish)
• Go horseback riding
• Walk on an avalanche defence structure
• Admire the beauty of nature
• Try out all the swimming pools
• Go to a town festival
• Meet the locals.is
• Visit Mjóifjörður
The Winter List
• Go skiing at Oddsskarð
• Go see the reindeer
• Check out the Northern Lights
• Experience the “Days of the Darkness”
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Reyðarfjörður

Þjónusta / Service
1 Reyðarfjörður’s
campground

9

2 Bíley auto repair shop
Leiruvogur 6

10 Kaffi Kósý, bar, Búðargata 6

3 Post office

Tærgesen, restaurant
and guesthouse,
Búðargata 4

17

Húsasmiðjan Store,
Hafnargata 7

18

Library, Heiðarvegur 14a

19

The Icelandic Wartime Museum
Heiðarvegur 37

20

Launafl, auto repair shop
Austurvegur 20

21

Hjá Marlín, coffee shop
and guesthouse, Vallargerði 9

22

Fjarðabyggð’s Golf Club

11 N1 Store, Búðargata 5

4 Olís, gas station
Quiznos, convenience store

12 Hótel Austur,
hotel, restaurant,
Búðareyri 6

5 Johan Rönning
hardware store, Nesbraut 9

13 Íslandsbanki bank, Búðareyri 7

6 Byko, hardware store, Búðareyri 29

14 Reyðarfjörður health care centre,
Búðareyri 8

7 Orkan Food Hut
self-service gas station
Búðareyri 28

15 Sesam brauðhús, coffee shop,
bakery, Hafnargata 1

8 Birta, gift store, Búðareyri 15

8

4

3

16 Molinn, shopping centre,
supermarket, pharmacy,
wine store, clothes, outdoor
gear, ATM and bank services
Búðareyri 2

Physicians on call, 856 9300
Emergency number 112

Reyðarfjörður
Located at the west end of Reyðarfjörður fjord, this second largest village in
Fjarðabyggð is important for area administration. The shopping centre and
bakery in the middle of the village are popular stopping places, and the nearby
trail will lead you up along the pretty river Búðará to the Icelandic Wartime Museum, past a pretty gorge, a waterfall and a dam that was considered a major
undertaking in 1930.
On the coast east of the village, Mjóeyri Harbour represents one of Iceland’s
leading ports for freight export, partly because the conditions are naturally favourable for ships and in general conducive to marine-oriented business. The
Alcoa Fjarðaál aluminium smelter is located just beside the harbour, as well as
the municipal fire department, which is one of Iceland’s few professional fire
squads outside of the capital area.
Reyðarfjörður became known worldwide when the British military trooped on
shore in this fjord on 1 July 1940, only a few months after the Allies had taken
over Iceland for the duration of World War II. The change was sweeping, since the
troops numbered 3,000 and the village residents only 300. Coffee houses, restaurants and a cinema soon appeared, giving Reyðarfjörður an international air.
The crime rate in East Iceland is very low and this of course is also the case for
Reyðarfjörður. However, in the beginning of the year there was an unexpected
shift in these numbers when a huge crime wave hit Reyðarfjörður. Luckily there
was no real danger involved since the crimes were only part of a British-American thriller television series. Filming for the show mostly took place in Reyðarfjörður, and both the town and the majestic landscape played a big part in the
creation of the arctic town of Fortitude, which the series derives its name from.
The village end of the fjord is a significant crossroads, with Egilsstaðir located
only a 30-minute drive away. It takes about 10 minutes to drive to Eskifjörður,
while the drive to Fáskrúðsfjörður, via a 5,850-m-long tunnel opened in 2005,
takes about 20 minutes.
9

You’re in a good place!
Fjarðabyggð is a wonderful area in summer. The municipality’s six interesting villages and the organised activities
involve numerous individual destinations. You only have to
choose! Sea angling, boat rental, trout fishing or horseback
trekking - whatever you like - not forgetting the three ninehole golf courses, four pleasant swimming pools and array
of inviting restaurants and coffee houses. Through this assortment, Fjarðabyggð welcomes you with a full selection
of rewarding activities and memorable experiences in the
wide outdoors.
Another aspect of Fjarðabyggð summertime fun is its village
festivals. See if you can plan your trip to include the region’s
Sailors’ Day weekend, Reyðarfjörður’s Military Occupation
Day, Fáskrúðsfjörður’s French Days / Jours française or the
Polar festival at Stöðvarfjörður, keeping other celebrations
in mind for a later visit. If you come at the end of June,
the prime option would be On Your Feet in Fjarðabyggð,
Iceland’s only week-long hiking and entertainment festival,
while two July options, both in Neskaupstaður, would be
the music and rock festival Live Sparks or the Eistnaflug
Rock and Heavy-Metal Festival on the long weekend that
includes the first Monday in August.

Oddsskarð

Winter is also a marvellous season for enjoying Fjarðabyggð.
Around Easter, a skiing and outdoor recreation event centres
on the Oddsskarð skiing slopes, which then provide special
facilities for snow boarders. Fáskrúðsfjörður has proved ideal
for observing and photographing the northern lights, while
the autumn is perfect for hunting, either on land or - for sea
birds - on water.

Oddsdalur

For more information on these and further offerings,
check out www.visitfjardabyggd.is.
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Lakahnaus, Hellisfjörður

Kaj’s training area is Neskaupstaður

Áhugaverðir staðir
Interesting
Places
1 Dalatangi (Mjóifjörður)

There are two lighthouses at Dalatangi. The older one, build in 1895,
is made of basalt. The newer lighthouse was built in 1908 and is still in
use. From Daltangi you can see all the way out to Glettingur, and into
the river mouths of Loðmundarfjörður and Seyðisfjörður.

2 Klifbrekkufossar (Mjóifjörður)

A series of small waterfalls that cascade down from the heath from
Fjarðará river.

3 The whaling station in Asknes (Mjóifjörður)

The remains of an old whaling station built by Norwegians around the
year 1900, and was the largest one in the world at the time. Around
200 people were employed there when the operations of the station
were at their maximum.

4 Neskaupstaður Country Park (Norðfjörður)

Short trails and interesting places, including Páskahellir cave and Urðir.
The paths are set up with information signs along the way. This is Iceland’s oldest country park, established in 1972.

5 Páskahellir cave (Norðfjörður) 		

Páskahellir is a small cave that was formed by erosion, with pillow lava
and rock tunnels. You can also find holes that were probably formed
by trees. A forest that used to grow there was most likely destroyed by
lava around 12 million years ago. Word has it that you can see the sun
dance from Páskahellir on Easter morning.

6 Avalanche defence structure (Norðfjörður) 		

A large man-made structure above Neskaupstaður for avalanche
control. There are a lot of fun trails all around the structure, and the
view from up there is spectacular.

7 Viðfjörður (Norðfjarðarflói)

This is the most southern one of the three fjords by Norðfjarðarflói.
Þórbergur Þórðarson wrote the book Viðfjarðarundrin about the
haunted fjord. Jeep tracks lead to the fjord from outer Reyðarfjörður.

8 Vöðlavík (Eskifjörður, Reyðarfjörður)

Eyðivík has a guest lodge south of Gerpir. The creek has a nice sandy
beach and fantastic hiking trails all around the area. The area used to
be home to a number of farms. Malarvegur road leads to the creek
from outer Reyðarfjörður.

9 Valahjalli (Eskifjörður, Reyðarfjörður) 		

The remains of a German surveillance aircraft which became a victim
of the Austfirðir fog in the second world war and crashed into Sauðatindur. It takes about 2-3 hours to walk from the road to the remains.

10 The spar mine at Helgustaðir (Eskifjörður)

One of the world’s most famous spar mines from the 17th century
until early in the 20th century. The rock is a clear variant of crystallized
chalk and was used for the study of optics, before being replaced by
plastics. Spar is rare outside of Iceland.

11 The last execution stop in East Iceland (Eskifjörður)

You can find a megalithic grave and information signs about the event
in Mjóeyri. Eiríkur Þorláksson was executed on September 30th 1786
for theft and the murder of three men. His body was buried near the
execution spot.

12 Oddsskarð (Reyðarfjörður, Eskifjörður, Norðfjörður)

Fjarðabyggð’s ski area. The Oddsskarðsgöng tunnel is located close by,
which is a 640 m. long mountain tunnel that connects Eskifjörður and
Norðfjörður. The tunnels are 621 m. tall.
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Eskifjörður 15 km

Mjóifjörður 57 km

Fagridalur

92 Norðfjarðarvegur

Reyðarfjörður 33 km

Mjóifjörður 41 km
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Gerpir

Sandvík

Rauðubjörg

7
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Barðsneshorn

Dalatangi

Viðfjörður

Ferjan Anný

1

Papey

17
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Breiðdalsvík 19 km

22

18

Egilsstaðir 81 km

Suðurfjarðavegur 96

Stöðvarfjörður 28 km

Suðurfjarðavegur 96

Fáskrúðsfjörður 21 km

Vattarnesvegur 995

16

21

19

Æðasker Andey

Karlsskáli

Skrúður

Áhugaverðir staðir
Interesting
Places
13 Völvuleiðið (Eskifjörður, Reyðarfjörður)		

Völvuleiðið, or the sibyl grave, has for centuries protected Reyðarfjörður and Eskifjörður from external attacks, including the Turkish
abductions in 1627. It is a great lookout point with a guest book for
you to mark your visit. It is located slightly above the old road that lies
over Hólmaháls parallel to Norðfjarðarvegur road.

14 Búðarárgil (Reyðarfjörður)			
A great trail from the town centre up to the ravine. During your walk
on the trail you can find the Icelandic Wartime Museum, Búðarárfoss
waterfall and Búðarárstífla. A little bit further you can also find Svínadalur. Búðará river was harnessed in 1930 and the making of the 5.5 m.
tall dam was a great feat at the time.
15 Grænafell (Reyðarfjörður)
You can find this well-sheltered and very friendly spot beneath the
bushy hills of Grænafell just west of the town. A marked trail leads
you through the hills by the beautiful Geithúsár ravine, which the old
Fagradalsvegur road leads to. During his travels around East Iceland,
Borgfjörður native Jóhannes Kjarval often stopped by Geithúsár ravine
with his easels.
16 Kolfreyjustaður (Fáskrúðsfjörður) 		
This is Fáskrúðsfjörður’s vicarage from back in the day. The parish church,
originally built in 1878, has been rebuilt. Kolfreyja (which the church
derives its name from) was the name of a lady troll who lived close by.
17 Gilsárfoss (Fáskrúðsfjörður)
You can walk behind this waterfall, which is located about 15 minutes
on foot away from the bridge over Gilsá river on Vattarnesvegur road.
There is a fun trail right along the river with a view of a lot of beautiful
waterfalls.

18 The French burial ground at Krossar (Fáskrúðsfjörður)

This is a cemetery from the times of French fishermen and holds 49
known graves. A walking path leads down to the cemetery, which is
located in Kappeyri a bit on the outside of town.

19 Hafnarnes (Fáskrúðsfjörður, Stöðvarfjörður)

Remains of a settlement that died out in the late 20th century. At its
maximum, the population counted 100 people. In 1939 the French
hospital was moved out to Hafnarnes and stayed there for about 70
years. The building is now the core of the cluster of French houses in
Fáskrúðsfjörður.

20 Sandfell (Fáskrúðsfjörður)

Líparítfjall mountain (743 m.) is located in the southern part of
Fáskúðsfjörður. It is a lone rock peak that was formed when rhyolite
magma broke through 500 m. thick basalt layers 11-12 million years
ago. The nature of the basalt layers in Smátindar, located south of the
mountain, is evidence of this arduous formation. The enjoyable hike
up the mountain takes about 2-3 hours.

21 Saxa (Stöðvarfjörður)		

Down by the sea, close to the deserted farm of Bæjarstaðir, is rock
crevice Saxa. The rock formation is unique, and the ocean waves crash
into it before they spatter high up in the air in a dramatic way.

22 Einbúi in Jafnadalur (Stöðvarfjörður)

Einbúi is made up of three unique rocks deep in Jafnadalur, which
leads out to Stöðvarfjörður. It is located by a nice trail between
Fáskrúðsfjörður and Stöðvarfjörður around Stöðvarskarð.

Museums and Collections
The newest of Fjarðabyggð’s museums and collections
is the avant-garde exhibition at Fáskrúðsfjörður on the
French fishermen who worked off Iceland in previous
centuries.
In Neskaupstaður, an imposing, historic building by the
seaside has become home to the Museum House and
its three collections: firstly, the Museum of Natural History, popular for its interesting, informative exhibits on
Icelandic fauna; secondly, Jósafat Hinriksson’s Seafaring
and Smithy Collection, which displays various industries
of earlier times; and thirdly, the Tryggvi Ólafsson Art Collection, where new exhibitions are set up each year with
paintings by this well-known pioneer of Icelandic art.
At Eskifjörður, the East Iceland Maritime Museum illustrates the regional history of fishing, together with other
industrial history, and can be visited in conjunction with
both the old fishing shed Randulfssjóhús and, in nearby
Reyðarfjörður, the Icelandic Wartime Museum, because
together these contrasting places show realistically how
people lived and worked in previous times.

Among Fjarðabyggð’s more significant private rock
collections, Petra’s Mineral Collection in Stöðvarfjörður is
the most famous, drawing annually tens of thousands
of visitors.

Tryggvi Ólafsson

The Icelandic Wartime
Museum in Reyðarfjörður

Jósafat Hinriksson’s Seafaring
and Smithy Collection

Tryggvi Ólafsson
Art Collection

Petra’s Mineral Collection
in Stöðvarfjörður

The East Iceland Maritime
Museum in Eskifjörður

The Museum of Natural History
in Neskaupstaður
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Fáskrúðsfjörður

Þjónusta / Service
1 Tunguholt guesthouse
Tunga
2 Fáskrúðsfjörður’s
campground
3 SJ, restaurant, convenience
store, Búðavegur 60
4 Fáskrúðsfjörður health
care centre, Hlíðargata 60
5 Anna Frænka, handicrafts, Búðavegur 49
6 Kaffi Sumarlína, restaurant,
coffee shop, Búðavegur 59
7 Library, Hlíðargata 56
8 Samkaup-Strax, supermarket
Skólavegur 59
Vínbúðin, wine store, Skólavegur 59
Post office, Skólavegur 59
9 Hraðbanki, Skólavegur 57

16

10 Hótel Bjarg, guesthouse
Skólavegur 49
11 Fosshótel Austfirðir
hotel, restaurant
The French Houses
Hafnargata 11-14
12 Fransmenn á Íslandi, French
heritage museum, Hafnargata 12
13 Gallerí Kolfreyja, handicraft
gallery, Hafnargata 17
14 Fáskrúðsfjörður swimming
pool, Skólavegur 39-41
Indoor pool with an outdoor hot tub
15 Machine and auto repair shop
Hafnargata 1b
16 The French cemetery
17 Gistihús Elínar, guesthouse
18 Strákarnir okkar, auto repair shop
Physicians on call: 856 9300.
Emergency number 112
The police station in Fáskrúðsfjörður
Skólavegur 53, 470 6140
Emergency number 112

The French cemetery. The photo was taken on
“French Days”; a town festival in Fáskrúðsfjörður

Fáskrúðsfjörður
Just outside of Fáskrúðsfjörður fjord rise the pretty cliffs of the island Skrúður, a name which implies decoration in Icelandic. However, some theorise
that the Gaelic name of the island was Fasruth, the sea-current island,
which would fit with the hazardous waters nearby. As is often the case,
Icelandic names can be endlessly interesting!
In the village itself, street signs appear in both Icelandic and French. Well
into the 20th century, this was the main base for numerous French fishermen then working off Iceland, while today Fáskrúðsfjörður cultivates its
twinning with a French town. Traditional French games like pétanque are
still played during the village’s French Days at the end of July.
The French heritage also stands out in actual buildings which the French
left behind. Now restored, these play a substantial role in local culture and
society, serving as an imposing hotel and a museum dedicated to French
history in Iceland.
Arts and crafts are another feature of Fáskrúðsfjörður, so enthusiasts should
examine what local craftspeople have assembled at Kolfreyja Gallery, in
what used to be a cooperative shop. The house is called Tangi, a house of
history and handicrafts, and has recently been beautifully renovated.
Further above the town you can find some avalanche defence structures,
a fun trail with a fantastic view of the fjord and mountains. It’s also a great
idea to check out the path leading up to the waterfall in Gilsá (see Fjarðarbyggð’s destination map), the bird variety by Ósinn, go on an adventure
down to the beach or do some fishing in Dalsá. The swimming pool in
Fáskrúðsfjörður is a small and cosy indoor pool with an outdoor hot tub.

Hafnarnesviti lighthouse and Skrúður, Fáskrúðsfjörður

From Fáskrúðsfjörður, it’s only a 20-minute drive to Stöðvarfjörður, though
you may want to stop a while along the rough coastline to fully appreciate
the views out over the Atlantic Ocean.
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Þjónusta / Service
1 Petra’s Stone Collection
Sunnuhlíð, Fjarðarbraut 21

7

Gallerí Svarthol, Art Gallery
Skólabraut 10, cellar

2 Kirkjubær, guesthouse
Fjarðarbraut 37a

8

Stöðvarfjörður’s health care centre
Túngata 2

3 Salthúsið, handicraft market
Fjarðarbraut 40

9

Sköpunarmiðstöðin art centre
Bankastræti 1

4 Saxa, guesthouse and
coffee shop, Fjarðarbraut 41

10 ATM, Fjarðarbraut 54

5 Gallerí Snærós, Art and Handicraft
Gallery, Fjarðarbraut 42
Grafíksetrið
6 Brekkan, café, bistro,
convenience store, Fjarðarbraut 44
Letterbox

11 Stöðvarfjörður’s swimming
pool
Outdoor pool with a hot tub
12 Library, Skólabraut 20
13 Campground

1

2
3

7
4
5 6

8
9

1112

10

13

Stöðvarfjörður

Hand-made Icelandic birds made out of clay by
Rósa Valtingojer. Gallerí Snærós, Stöðvarfjörður.
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Stöðvarfjörður
Stretched along the north coast of Stöðvarfjörður fjord, this village is
the most southerly one in Fjarðabyggð.
The mountain panorama seen straight out of the village is magnificent,
and numerous stunning natural features can be reached by driving or
hiking. Saxa, just north of the mouth of the fjord, is a unique shoreline
opening which in easterly storms sucks in plant materials and driftwood from the sea, chops everything up (as the Icelandic name indicates)
and even hurls it all high into the air. Nearer the other end of the fjord,
you might try some of the hiking routes around Jafnadalur valley. One
of Iceland’s most beautiful rock arches is there, as well as the group of
three huge rocks called Einbúi.
Tourism is one of the main industries, partly evidenced by how the old
church has served as a cosy guest house ever since the community
built its new church in 1991.
Arts and crafts are also important, with the HERE Creative Centre in
the old fish-freezing plant giving this fjord even more of a name in the
creative arts. However, the town is best known for its wondrous variety
of beautiful local rocks, including a number of rare specimens, which
can be seen at Petra’s Mineral Collection.
For those who want to get to know Stöðvarfjörður even better, the
village walk with Meet the Locals is a great experience. The starting
point is at Brekkan café at 2:00 pm, which is also the information centre
for tourists.
In addition to the nature and creative arts, Stöðvarfjörður’s pier is an
important part of life in the village. Fish processing is a big part of the
place and you might even run into some of the fishermen of the small
boats. It’s also a splendid idea to go for a refreshing walk around Nýgræðingur, Stöðvarfjörður’s forestry area.
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Did you know that…
… you can still see the remains of a German Heinkel 111 aircraft that crashed in the second world war due to the Austfirðir fog at Valahjalli on
Sauðatindur, on the eastern part of northern Reyðarfjörður.
… Sandfell in Fáskrúðsfjörður is a World Heritage Site as one of nature’s
biggest wonders; the rhyolite mountain demonstrates clearly how the
rocks break their way through to the surface.
… in 2007, Franciscans, of the Capuchins religion, erected the first monk
monastery in Iceland since the reformation. The monastery is located
In Kollaleira at the bottom of Reyðarfjörður.
… in the beginning of 1942 a family in Veturhús rescued 48 British soldiers who almost died while training at Eskifjarðarheiði when a brutal
storm hit the area. Sadly, eight soldiers did not make it and they rest in
Reyðafjörður’s cemetery.
… Austfirðir is, geologically speaking, one of the older parts of the
country, or around 13.5 million years old. Here you can find semi-precious stones such as zeolites, jasper, agate, onyx, opal, and amethyst.
… if you’re lucky you might see whales lazing around in Norðfjörður fjord.
… Norðfjarðargöng tunnel between Eskifjörður and Norðfjörður will be
opened in 2017. It will be 7,9 km long and will replace the mountain
tunnel in Oddsskarð.
… the Gerpissvæði area is a fantastic outdoor space with majestic coves
such as Vöðlavík and Sandvík.
… walking week “On Foot in Fjarðabyggð” is an outdoor and walking festival which the travel associations in Austfirðir organize.
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Mjóifjörður
The northernmost Fjarðabyggð village is Brekka, and also the smallest. Its long, slender fjord,
appropriately named Mjóifjörður, provides you with many an enjoyable sight as you start to
descend from the high pass at the fjord’s inner end and then leisurely follow the gravel road
along the coast. As the weather is often pleasant, you might want to stop to observe the waterfalls more closely, or to watch the many birds or the contented sheep on the vegetated slopes.
Some good hiking boots would be handy for visiting Asknes, where the Norwegians constructed one of the world’s biggest whaling stations around 1900. It employed about 200 people
and its remains are still visible.
The road east from Brekka leads to Dalatangi, again with plenty of scenery on the way. Once at
the Dalatangi lighthouse, in clear weather you can see north into the mouths of Seyðisfjörður
and Loðmundarfjörður and even to the steep slope of Glettingur. It was in 1895 that the Norwegian Otto Wathne had the older of the two lighthouses built, using local basalt. The younger
lighthouse, from 1903, is still in full use and even contains a foghorn from the old days.

Þjónusta / Service
1 Campound
Services at Sólbrekka
Brekka

3

Brekka

Brekkukirkja

2 Sólbrekka
Selhella

Sæból

1

Höfðabrekka

Borg
Eyri

4
Dalatangi

Brún

2

Grunnskóli
Sólbrekka
Mjóafjarðar

Stefánsbúð

3 Brekka

Kastali

Mjóifjörður
4 Dalatangi
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Getting around in Fjarðabyggð
Since it’s barely over 80 km by road from Neskaupstaður to Stöðvarfjörður, you can easily do a day tour through this picturesque string
of seaside villages and natural scenery.
The Anný ferry provides transport between Neskaupstaður and
Mjóifjörður every Tuesday and Thursday. If you intend to drive or
cycle to Mjóifjörður on the gravel road (953), you can turn onto it
just north of the low pass through Fagridalur (92) from Reyðarfjörður.
Barðsneshorn Norðfjörður

Another partly gravel road (955) with pretty scenery goes around
the Vattarnes peninsula; this used to be the main road between
Reyðarfjörður and Fáskrúðsfjörður until the tunnel was dug. Yet
another scenic gravel route with little traffic takes you farther east
from Eskifjörður and then (954) over to Vöðlavík inlet, with an optional detour to Viðvík (F959) on the way.
All of the normally driven routes between Fjarðabyggð communities
are generally kept open throughout the winter, apart from the road
to Mjóifjörður. Regular winter opening services apply to (92), running between Egilsstaðir and Neskaupstaður via Fagridalur, Reyðarfjörður and Eskifjörður, and to (96), leading from Reyðarfjörður to Fáskrúðsfjörður and along the coast to Stöðvarfjörður and Breiðdalsvík.
Over the winter, you need to bear in mind that the Ring Road (1)
over Breiðdalsheiði pass often becomes difficult or impassable, while
the above roads through Fjarðabyggð are usually kept open. See the
Road Administration website, www.vegagerdin.is/english, or phone
+354 522 1777 (during office hours) to obtain the latest information
on road conditions.
The SVAust area bus service offers scheduled bus trips between all
of the Fjarðabyggð villages, apart from Mjóifjörður. On weekdays
this includes two trips a day to Egilsstaðir Airport, one early in the
morning and one in the afternoon.
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You’re in a Good Place!
Fjarðabyggð is Iceland’s most easterly municipality
and, with some 4,700 residents, has the largest
population of any East Iceland municipality. Several
mergers from 1988 to 2006 gradually united the
13 previous municipalities which today make up
Fjarðabyggð, so it is one of the island’s youngest
municipalities. In English, its slogan is You’re in a great
place!
The municipality’s six seaside villages are ordinarily
referred to by the names of the fjords they are
located by, although the most populous village,
Neskaupstaður, is in Norðfjörður, and the least
populous, with only 30 residents, is in Mjóifjörður
and is named Brekka. Eskifjörður has a population
of almost 1,100, Reyðarfjörður nearly 1,200,
Fáskrúðsfjörður around 700 and Stöðvarfjörður
about 200.

Europe fan out from the East, and in general the
East has a strong economic base. Subsequent
to the Alcoa-Fjarðaál aluminium smelter startup
in Reyðarfjörður in 2008, the Fjarðabyggð Port
Authority has grown substantially and become
Iceland’s second largest export harbour, handling 25
to 30% of the country’s total export tonnage.
Hólmatindur in Eskifjörður

The last execution spot in East Iceland, by Mjóeyri in Eskifjörður

The rich fishing grounds off the East Fjords help
make fishing and the processing of marine products
a leading industry of Fjarðabyggð, in addition to
aluminium manufacture and the services related to
it. Trade and other services also figure importantly,
and tourism has been growing rapidly in recent
years.
Each town has its own history and traditions, and
foreign connections aren’t only in “French town”
Fáskrúðsfjörður. Eskifjörður is sometimes called the
“Norwegian town” due to the activities of Norwegian
fishermen there, as well as the big whaling station in
Asknes in Mjóifjörður that the Norwegians ran there.
Iceland’s shortest shipping lanes to the rest of
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Wonderful
Fjarðabyggð
You’re in a Good Place!
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